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Abstract  

Rabies virus is found worldwide with some exceptions (particularly islands). Some countries have been 
free of this virus for many years but pan-lyssaviruses or rabies related lyssaviruses can be found even in 
countries classified as rabies free. These viruses can cause a neurological disease similar to rabies. The 
global discovery of lyssaviruses is of continued scientific interest and is of importance to both public and 
animal health. Rabies is majorly circulating within domestic and feral dogs. But, the presence of 
lyssaviruses in bats is well-established. Although in areas where terrestrial rabies has been eliminated, 
bat transmitted lyssaviruses remain a constant threat. Infections with these viruses are easily 
isdiagnosed as rabies. The specific viruses can be identified only with tests based on monoclonal 
antibodies or by PCR and sequence analyses. This paper reviews what is known of these pan-
lyssaviruses, their diversity and threat to life because of emerging behaviour. 
 
 









 


