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Abstract Rabies immunoglobulin is life saving in patients exposed to Rabies virus. Despite 
the high degree of purification of equine rabies immunoglobulin, the 
manufacturer still recommends a skin sensitivity test before administration of 
this heterologous serum. A recent WHO recommendation states that there is no 
scientific ground for performing a skin test before administrating ERIG because 
testing does not predict reaction so it should be given irrespective of the test 
results. So we assessed the value of skin sensitivity testing in predicting adverse 
reactions to ERIG. 

Background : Rabies immunoglobulin is life saving in patients exposed to Rabies virus. Despite the high degree of 
purification of equine rabies immunoglobulin, the manufacturer still recommends a skin sensitivity test before 
administration of this heterologous serum. A recent WHO recommendation states that there is no scientific ground for 
performing a skin test before administrating ERIG because testing does not predict reaction so it should be given 
irrespective of the test results. So we assessed the value of skin sensitivity testing in predicting adverse reactions to 
ERIG. 

Materials &Methods : The study was carried out in the Anti Rabies clinic of MKCG,MCH, Berhampur, Odisha. The study 
was conducted for a duration of 4 months (February 2017 May 2017). The skin sensitivity test was validated by 
assessing its sensitivity, specificity, positive predictive value and negative predictive value. 

Results : A total of 648 Category III patients attended the Anti Rabies clinic during the study period and they were 
administered Rabies immunoglobulin. Out of which 24.38% (158) patients had positive skin sensitivity testing and 
remaining 75.61% (490) had negative skin sensitivity testing. The sensitivity,specificity, positive predictive value and 
negative predictive value of skin sensitivity test to predict an adverse reactions was 26.78%,77.14%, 10.13% and 
91.63% respectively. 

Conclusion : The study reveals that the skin sensitivity test before administrating ERIG may not be required , as 
recommended by WHO. 



 

 



 

 



 

 


