
Title:  A PROFILE OF ANIMAL BITE CASES REPORTING AT 
EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT OF TERTIARY CARE HOSPITAL IN 
GOA, INDIA: A RETROSPECTIVE RECORD BASED STUDY  

Author: N Y Dhupdale 1, A K Sawant 2, J A Cacodcar
3
 

1. Lecturer 
2. Junior Resident 
3. Professor and Head of the Department 

Department of Preventive and Social Medicine, Goa Medical College, 
Bambolim, Goa 

Keywords Animal bites, dog bites, Goa, patient profiles, post-exposure prophylaxis, rabies 

Abstract It is estimated that the incidence of animal bites in India is 1.7% (or 17 per 1000 
persons). These bites could be caused by rabid animals. Rabies is an endemic, 
highly fatal disease in India and other 150 countries, which is also a vaccine 
preventable disease. The objective of this study is to describe the profile of animal 
bite cases reporting at the Emergency Department (ED) of a tertiary care hospital in 
Goa 

Background: It is estimated that the incidence of animal bites in India is 1.7% (or 17 per 1000 
persons). These bites could be caused by rabid animals. Rabies is an endemic, highly fatal disease 
in India and other 150 countries, which is also a vaccine preventable disease. The objective of this 
study is to describe the profile of animal bite cases reporting at the Emergency Department (ED) 
of a tertiary care hospital in Goa. 

Methods: A retrospective record based study design was used to conduct this study. The 
treatment registers available at the ED of Goa Medical College and hospital at Bambolim, Goa 
were used as source of data. All animal bite cases who visited the ED over last one year for 
treatment from June 2016 till May 2017 were included in the study. 

Results: A total of 512 cases of animal bites had reported at the Emergency Department of Goa 
Medical College and Hospital from June 2016 up to May 2017.Majority of them were men 
(71.9%) as compared to women (28.1%). As a part of post-exposure prophylaxis against dog-
mediated rabies95.8% received Anti Rabies vaccine (ARV), and only 10.9% received Anti Rabies 
Serum (ARS). Whereas, 87.1% received Tetanus Toxoid (TT). 

Conclusions: Animal bites constitute a common medical emergency at ED of Tertiary Care 
Hospital in Goa. Dogs (84.4%), cat (2.5%) and rat (1.0%), were the most common animals 
associated with bites among humans. Young adult males are often animal bite victims than 
females. Majority (97.8%) patients received ARV, however ARS were underutilized when 
indicated. TT was administered to all dog bite cases. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 


